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TO 


The Rt. "RY WILLIAM Lord Viſcount 
CoURTENAY, 


þ Pr ae, 


: EDWARD Dazwr, Eſq; Vice-Preſident 


Peres MADock Doc ros Eſa; 7 
Mr. JouN KeLLey, — 0 Trealurere, 


Sir GxoRGE Youce, ou I 
Johx Jonss, = | | 
The Rev. Dr. WitLiam — 
The Rev. Mr. Join ACLAND, 

Mr. SAMUEL CoADE, 
Mr. ANTHONY NOGUIER, 


* Stewards, 


AND To 


The ales Worthy 8 ans Contrburer t 5 


The Devon and Exeter — 
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INSCRIBED 


By Their not obedient bumble Servant, 


The following Diſcourſe is, with all due Reſpect, 
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vin Cor. IX. 2, latter Part. = 8 1 wa 
uh - Aid, - exp Zeal bas provoked very 2 any. 
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with Perſons of an humane and 
ingenuous Diſpoſition, as well 


— b as to reprove with Sharpneſs and 


„ Severity, where he ſaw a juſt Oc- 


1 e the Corinthians (& a People, who, 
from their happy Situation for Commerce, liv d in great 


Splendor and Magnificence) for their intended Gene- | 


roſity to the poor Chriſtians at. Jeruſalem, in this, as 


well as the foregoing, Chapter, 1:4he a handſome 4 


and obli ein 8 en . IT whe 09%. 


S 14 Ee KS of; 


* vid. e wh. a Bells Pulpo Lib. 1. 6 8 E 


Ed. " Hudſon. Vide "Iliad. B. V. 570. Vid. etiam Sir 
VII. Fag. * N TE. 


bk 


knew how to addreſs himfelf 
with the utmoſt Delicacy and 
Politeneſs, where he had to deal 


UTE) 


" the preſumes, from their well-known Real rf, 2 
foch A6 of Benexolence, and the Alacrity with which 
they received the firſt Propoſal, that he had no Oc 

ſion to rorite unto them particularly upon that Subjed, 
or to exhort them anew to fulfil the Promiſes and En- 
gagements, into which they had voluntarily and free- 


he enter'd : — But, Ss he des write unto them, 


not content with Urin a g, ſends r der huge — 
Perſons to make their Colle ions againſt his coming; 
while he uſes all the engaging Arguments. to confirm 


and improve the good Diſpoſition he found in them, 
and had mentioned, ſo often to their Honour. | 2 


1 For as touching the miniſtring to the! Saints, (an 
he) « it is ſuperfluous for n me to write unto you. For! 
„ know the Forwardneſs of your Mind, hx which 1 
* boaſt of you to them of Macedenia, that Achaia wa 
| * ready a Year ago: And Your Zeal bo ' proveled 
« very many. Yet Fave T ſent the Bre iren, feſt our 
< boaſting of you ſhould be in vain in this behalf; 
e that, 4s I faid, ye may be ready : Left haply, | if they 
* 'of Macederia come with me, and find you unprepi- 

| & red, We, not to ſay 7+, ſhould be athamed in this fame 
A confident Boaſting. Therefore I thought it neceſlary 
t exhort the Brethren, that they would go before 
5 unto you, and make up before-hand your Boanty, 
CS wow 


f 


| : '. 7 1 
44 whereof ye lad Natics before, that the Game might 
40 be ready as a. Matter of Bounty and not of Cove 
« touſneſs. i. e. As an Ac of. generous Liberality, 


And ta malt be as, een fie" troubillig or 
Heaters ſo often upon the fame Subject, who (we 


the Generofity of their Souls by the Largeneſs of their 


Bounty, upon. all. proper Occafions, as we can be to 
exhort. them; and have generally honoured. theſe Ami. 


verſaries by their 2. Appearance in this Place in 


them to become the happy Inſtruments. of his Provi- 
dence in relieving the Pains and · Diſtreſſes of the. 
moſt. miſerable and moſt afflicted. Part of their Species.” 
in a Way the moſt effectual, and the leaſt enpen- 
five; and'to excite and promote the ſame generous and 
landable in others; whoſe Zeal in this par- 
ticolar Inſtance: of Active Benevolen ce, conducted with 
ſo much Prudence, and attended with ſuch viſible 
Sucrets,. has had the ſame bleſſed Effects with that of 
_ the Commivans' of Old; And (we mention it wien 
eee 9 and animated; Em 


— 


EVIL Gr. Chap. xvi. | Ver. 1. But fome . 4 ſpoken 8 
u dclared before." Others follow a different 0 204 5 
| 9 before." . „ 


« and. not.cmtonted by Sollicitation and Importunity. . 


know from. Experience) are as ready to demonſtrate 


order to teſtify; their Gratitude to God, who has enabled 


before,” 
— 


che fal "For "Some of which have indeed whe 
extraordi nary Efforts to overtake thoſe who went be- 
fore them in Time, by the Largeneſs of their Benefa- 
Aions and Subſcriptions. May the ſame laudable Anbi. 
tion, from a Principle ſo diſintereſted, forever Continue! 


As, therefore, I cannot but entertain,— have | rb 
Regen to entertain, — the fame general Sentiments of 
this Honourable Aſſembly⸗ St. Pal expreſſed towards 
his Corinthians, with reſpect to that partioular Inſtance 
of Beneficence whereof he was ſpeaking; I ſhall bon- 
fine myſelf, chiefly, in the following Diſcourſe,” to 

thoſe Topics the Apoſtle thought ſufficient to addreſs 
unto them in the Epiſtle before me; and give you a - 

larger Comment 1 8 them, Kaen e to the: 9 
ee 7 5 „„ 


"It t would tat it to „ fone Suſpicion; a at 
laaſt I gnorance, of the virtuous Diſpoſition of my Au- 
dience, to enlarge, minutely upon the many other Mo- 
tives and Arguments proper to excite a Spirit of Bene · 
volence and Charity in general, or to paint the Miſer7 
and Diſtreſs of thoſe numberleſs Objects who ſurround 

you on every Side, or lie concealed in their noiſome 
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Public ; ;—loaded with Infirmities, languiſhiog under at an 
evil Habit of Body, groaning under the Anguiſn of 
their ulcerated Wounds, rack d with excruciating Pains, 
or diſabled in their Limbs by ſome ſudden dreadful Dif- 


aſter; and labouring at the ſame Time. under the 


Wei ght of irreſiſtible Poverty; ; helpleſs and friend- 
leſs; — unſkilful in the Medical Art themſelves, and un- 


able to purchaſe the Afliſtance of thoſe Gentlemen of 


the Faculty, in 'whoſe'Learning and Experience they 
may the moſt ſafely-confide, and unto whom ye your- 
ſelves apply in your own Neceſſities, and think your- 
ſelves happy in having ſuch ſkilful Perſons at hand to 
apply unto: Whoſe Generoſity indeed has inclined 
them to ſecond your Charitable Views | (which would 
have been in great | Meaſure di rfappornted otherwiſe) by 
giving their Advice and Aſſiſtance, gratis, within thoſe 
Salutary Walls, where the neceſſary Accommodations 
for the Patient's Eaſe and Support, together with the - 
preſcribed Remedies, are. provided by your Bounty : Ss 
As their Humanity doubtleſs would always engage 
them to beſtow them as freely whereſoever they might 
| be wanted, and no other Returns but grateful Acknow- 
W could be made them by their Patients. 


Theſe are Topics, which, 11 enlarged upon, N : 
employ too much of the Time we are allowed at pre- 
ſent : And you have no ſuch Occaſion to be * | 

| 3 | ot. 
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of what ye feel for the Miſcrable, had ye hot Dh 
heard All that can be ſuggeſted, to greater Advantage, 
from others, who have appeared before you on the 
ſame, or the like, Occaſions, Ye will, therefore, 1 
- preſume, excuſe me from inſiſting upon them, tho 
they are Conſiderations of 188 e and Impor- 
tance in themſelves. - 


1. And, fu, my Text leads me to obſerve We- 
thing of the Force of Good Example in the veiy In- 
ſtance of Beneficence and Charity imphed 1 in the Word: 
themſelves, which are to be underſtood in a metapho- 
rical and figurative Senſe, == And your Zeal hath pro- 
voked very many : i. e. not raiſed their Indignation or 
Reſentment: — God forbid that the Deſign, or the 
Conduct, of ſuch a Charity, in the Hands of an Apo- 
ſtle, ſhould have excited the Diſpleaſure of Any whoſe 
Hearts were Human, tho' their Principles of Religion 
might be different, or that any of the new Converts | 
among the Gentiles, who had fo largely partaken of 
their Spirituals, ſhould have the leaſt Objection againſt 
imparting ſome Share 'of their Temporals to their 
| Jewiſh Brethren in their preſent Diſtreſs : — Not raiſed, 
I fay, the Indignation, but ſtirr'd up a godly Emulation, 

in the Breaſts of many, who had the innate Seeds and 
Principles of Benevolence in their Souls, but wanted 


duch A fair — ple, u Pon ſo noble an Occaſion, to 
155 lead 


l N 2 4 "I r wb * n _ * x enn 4 We LO 
— 2" tha 8 p 4 F 2 PrP — = - 7 «$f 8 4 5 
K 8 — * Wrath ca TO p * 5 8 ; 4 T Lat — 1 : * e * 
= 9 5 : : : ” : 
. — 4 f . % 
- ; 8 . 
- 
< 1 — ” 4 9 * 
E 2 2 F- 
a 1 5 . 
. 1 ” - 
- — * 
- * ? 
4 . * 
. 1 * hv 8 * 
2 « . 4 
— * 6 * 9 . 

* 

3 F - 

: ? *% 
. * 24 9 
£ *$ 
- > 
- * 
— 


lead the way, and to ſtimulate 400 provoke them to 
Good Works, where their Zeal might be a little lan- 
guid; and excite, as it were, the Paſſion, or higha 
|  Fervor, of Benel Fence in their Breaſt . 


And this. we Gag * Experience 10 bay the natural 

| Effect of Example, the Force of which the Apoſtle un- 
derſtood ſo well, as to make uſe of it to urge the 
Corinthians themſelves, who were ready of their own 
Accord, to ſtill greater Acts of Generoſity, by recom- 
mending in their Turn the extraordinary Efforts of the 
| Macedonians to them. As He knew the noble and 
generous Temper of the Corinthains, who would not 
willingly be outdone by any Rival, he artfully touches 
upon that tender String, and raiſes a ne Spirit in thoſe 
who had already diſtinguiſhed themſelves as Examples 
to others ; — I ſpeak not this by Commandment; 
4 but by Gebeten of the Forwardneſs of others, and 
e to prove the Sincerity of your Love; (Ch. viii. 
yer. 8.) or to give you an Opportunity of exhibiting i 
a genuine Proof of your charitable . 33 


Benevolence and Compaſſion towards our own Spe 
cies, or indeed towards any other Creature i in Diſtreſs, 
i vulgarly, and j aſt ſtyled Humanity: as one of the 
„FCC nobleſt 


\ 


+ According to the Apoſtle to the Hebrews * 24. rat lan- 
„ · , bs raefueH d a 1 %% 


nobleſt and ; moſt diſtinguiſhing CharaQeriſtics of 
Man; and we cannot, without doing the utmoſt Vio- 


lence to our Nature, or till we have contracted an un- 
natural Apathy, view without Pity | DOiſtreſs, or turn 
the deaf Ear to the Cries, of a Wretch who implores 
our Aſſiſtance, arid whoſe Wants are real and unfeign- 
ed. And the more intimately x we feel thoſe tender Im- 


preſſiohs, the .. Haag our * 


But we ord want; or - think ave WED proper: Occaſions | 
of exerting it, and do not always ſeek them where 
they are to be found. We are doubtful of the real State 
of the Objects which preſent themſelves, as we have 
been frequently impoſed upon by fictitious: Diſtreſs. 
We preſume (a very arrong Preſumption oftentimes ) upon 
the Compaſſion and Fidelity of thoſe unto whom the 
Public Care of providing for the Neceſſitous more im- 
mediately belongs; — or perhaps the Diſtreſs is ſo 
great, or of ſuch a Nature, as to be beyond our ſingle 
Abilities, or above our Capacity, to remove: And, 
therefore, we do not attempt it. — But here, as in other 
Caſes, the. Example of a Good Man, whoſe Zeal is 
warm and active, (And tis neceffary that there ſhould 
be ſome ſuch Perſon at the Head of every Grand De- 
ſign, - calculated for the Public Utility, which promiſes 
any Sueceſs) who not only feels for the Miſerable who 


fall in his Way, but l for them in their melan- | 
: | | cr 


| [ 7 jp W 5 55 


Notice: of the World; who plans the Benevolent 


carries it into Execution ; awakens the Zeal of others, 


thuſiaſm ſpreads among all Orders by a fort of Divinz 
IMPULSE, that is almoſt irreſiſtible. © Men hearken 
to his Voice, as the Voice of ſome SuperiorBeing, per- 
ſwading them to approach the Drvinz NaTuRe by 


to become, within their contracted Sphere, what GOD 
is over the Univerſe, Who is Good unto All, and whoſe 


particular revere him, as the lively Image of their 
Bleſſed REDEEMER, while on Earth, who went about 


the Goſpel preached unto them. Nor can they reſiſt 
the Charms of his Eloquence who importunes them to 
be Followers of him, as be alſo is of CnhRIT; who made 
mutual Love & Sympathy the Badge and Characteriſtic 


els of Compaſſion againſt any Man, tho' of a different 
Sect or Party, that is a real Object of it. Hence Public 


ſet 


4 Receſſes;: and draws VER out to «thb ths and 


Scheme, whereby the Diſtreſſes of Thouſands, per- 
baps, may be remov'd, or Sorrows alleviated, and 


whoſe Souls are congenial with his own; and the En- 
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tranſcribing the moſt amiable of His Attributes; and 
tender Mercy 7s over all bis Works. CHRIST TANs in 
dung good, and healing all manner of Sickneſs, and all 
manner of Diſeaſe, among the People, while the Poor had 
of his Diſciples & Followers; and by the Parable of the 


Good Samaritan taught them not to ſhut up their Bow- 


Collections for the Poor in Times of Scarcity and Diſtreſs 


* 
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| ſet. on foot by ſome Aitinguiſh'd Patriot; "RY been 
copied by Half the Nation. Hence Schools for the 
Support of Orphans, and for the Religious Education of 
the Children of the Neceſſitous, have been eſtabliſh · 
ed. Hence Hoſpit: and Infirmaries, of various Kinds, 
(as the Diſtreſſes of Mankind are innumerable) are 
founded by the united Contributions of the Well-gif. 
poſed ; and ſupported by the ſame Spirit which ani- 
mated the firſt Projectors, Hence it becomes faſhion- 
able to be virtuous in ſeme Inſtances, as it would be in 
All, would the fame noble Examples lead the Way. 
Hence different Sects and Parties are taught to unite 
for the Public Benefit, and to contend only who ſhall 
be the moſt beneficent. Would to God the ſame Har- 
mony ſubſiſted in all other Points, and that this were 
our only Contention ! Hence a laudable Ambition is 
excited (which even the Niggard ſometimes feels) of 
becoming Governors and Directors of Public Charities, 
or of being rank'd in the Liſt of Honourable Sub- 
ſeribers. Hence a new Taſte-and Reliſh is acquired 
for generous Actions, and Men. become. more ſenſible 
of the tender Impreſſions of Nature by Uſe and Pra- 
Qice : — As the Sons of Muſic by their frequent Con- 
verſation with the beſt Maſters, and - often practiſing 
with the beſt Performers, acquire new Skill, as well as 
a more 4 hae ga of n ung become enrap- 


tured, 


"EY „** I « 
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tu) 


erha I at length wither wen Oe 0e i 
oc Performances. 


uch is the happy ah RI Infloence of gene- | 


2 Such has been, and will be, that of 
ours, continued and exerted in the fame laudable Acts 
of Beneficence. Such you have obſerved yourſelves 
to be the Effects. And in this Imitation Mankind are 
nobly ſervile, if to copy the Excellencies and Per- 
fedtions of the nobleſt Characters be a ſervile imitation! 


II. But, — che Apoſtle eddie oct . Mos 
tives to induce you even to enlarge your Bounty, and 
to extend it to the utmoſt of your Abilities:— But 
« this I ſay, He that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap alſo 
« fparingly, and he that ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap 
_ « alfo bountifully. Every Man, according as he pur- 
_ « poſeth in his Heart, fo let him give, not grudging- 
e iy or of Neceffity:: For God loveth a chearful Gi 
« yer. And God'is able to make all (Kinds of) Grave | 
* abound towards you, that ye, always having all Suf- 
« ficiency in all Things, may abound unto every good 
„ Work; — as it is written, OS 
* he thath given to the Poor: this: ON ro- 
" mon 


Where no 1 Rant 3 han. He lod e Pl 
cantbe expected. Where no Seed has been ſown, or 


too 
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too fall a Proportion, no Crop will be produced, or 
but a poor one: But the liberal and judicious Huſband- 
man, who ſpares: no Pains or Expence for the Im- 
| provement of his Farm, and ſcatters his Seed, as well 
as Manure, with a bountiful Hand, ſhall find a large 
Increaſe from the grateful Soil, and. TOI Happy 
Fruits of his Labour.” 88 


* 


An — while the 3 — — 9 
| himſelf nor others, and has no real Satisfaction from 

| thoſe Advantages of Fortune, which he has not the 
Heart to employ to any laudable Purpoſe ; the generous 

Soul, who as freely communicates, as God has bounti- 
fully beſtow'd upon him the Bleſſings of his . Provi- 
dence, is not only the | happier for thoſe : Riches 
which he makes ſubſervient to his own private Occa- 
ſions ; but is amply repay'd for the Sacrifices he makes 
to the Wants and Neceſſities of others. He is am- 
ply repay d, not only in the preſent Satisfaction of 
Mind which he feels in the Act of 'Beneficence, in the 
conſcious Reflection afterwards, when he ſurveys the 
glorious Advantages accruing to the World by the 
many well - timed and well - directed Charities, unto 
which te has contributed, but alſo in the public Ac- 
Eknowledgments which are every Day made him, by 
the grateful Multitude, whereſoever he makes his per- 


e Fer N 5 or He can TT that ohio: 
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holy Jo B to himſel - ii Mae ſuch a beauti · 
ful Part of his ſpotleb Character: - When the 
Ear heard me, then it bleſſed me; and when the 
e Eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs unto me; becauſe I de- 
« livered the Poor that cried, and the Fatherleſs, and 
« him that had none to help hun. The Blefling of 
« him that was. ready to periſh came upon me; and I 
« cauſed the Widow's Heart to ſing for Joy. I was 
Eyes to the Blind, and Feet was I to the Lame — | 
(if not litterally, yet inſtrumentally ). Jos. xxix. 11, 
12, 13, 15, 16, 17. And, I may add, he is not on- 
ly fully repaid | in Satisfactions of this Kind, which, ac- 
companied with Innocence, are far beyond any other 
Temporal Gratifications, — but will be infinitely over- 
paid in the future NP of his Virtue. | 


For, as God i is beſt pleaſed wich the Sac ofer= 598 
ed on the Altar of Benevolence, and makes a particu- 
lar Account of All Acts of Charity which flow from 
an Humane and Chriſtian Principle, - ſo moſt empha- 
tically is he ſaid to love a chearful Giver, and to eſti- 
mate the Gift according to the Diſpoſition of his Heart 

who maketh the Offer. The ſame Promfftude and 
| Alacrity are required of All; tho their Contribu- 
tions ſhould be ſuted to their - Circumſtances. . For, 
that there may be no Diſcouragements laid in the 
, * of the > Well-diſpoſed, whoſe Abilities may not. 
G 8 


2 

| be equal to their Wiſhes, it is declared, that, „ It 
there be firſt a willing Mind, it is accepted accord- 
ec ing to that a Man hath, not according to that he. 

« hath not.” And that a Widow's Mite may in Ef. 

fect be equal to the Benefactions of Princes, who of 
their Abundance caſt their Contributions i into o the F und 


| or Benevolence. 


0 a, therefore: in any | Propoſal, 1 the Glory 
of God and the Good of Mankind are conſulted, and 
the Plan well deſign'd, No Perſon, who has any-thing 
to ſpare from his Neceſſities, is precluded, or can 
plead an Excuſe for not contributing his Proportion to- 
wards it: Since God, who knows the Heart, does not 
eſtimate the Bounty by the Largeneſs of the Giſt, but 
by the Readineſs of the Giver. And if, in the Ardor 
of his Benevolence, he ſhould happen to exceed, is able 
to make every ſuch ſeeming Extravagance redound even 
to the immediate Advantage of the Giver, and bea 
Means of increaſing, inſtead of leflening his Store. 
There are Ways and Means, under the Direction of 
Providence, whereby the Generous Soul, which al- 
ways deuiſerb liberal Things, ſhall have a perpetual Fund 
to ſupply the Calls of its Benevolence, which like the 
Widows Cruſe of Oil, ſhall never be exhauſted ſo long 
as there is one real Neceflity to be ſupply'd at ws | 


or one diſtreſſed Object to be relieved abroad. 
| I Where- 


1 4 19 ] 


1 Whereupon, laſtly, the Apoſtle adds a With, 


in the ſame metaphorical Strain, in which we ſhall 


join with him in behalf. of you, the liberal Benefactors 5 

to the preſent Charity; ; and concludes with a Conſide- 
ration, unto which I am ſatisfied you will pay all due 
Attention, as it is indeed worthy of all Acceptation 


and Regard: - — 


1 Now, = that a Seed to the Sent boch | 
— 1 Bread for your Food, and multiply your 
b Seed ſown, and increaſe the Fruits of your Righte- | 
= ouſneſs (or juſt Liberality); being enriched in every 
« Thing in all Bountifulneſs, which cauſeth through 
c us Thankſgiving to God. For the Adminiſtration 
« of this Service not only ſupplieth the Want of the 
« Saints, but is abundant alſo by many Thankſgivings 
e unto God: Whiles by the Experiment of this Mi- 
e niſtration they glorify ( God for your profeſſed Sub- 
e jection unto the Goſpel. of Chriſt, and for your libe- 
e ral Diſtribution unto them, and unto all Men; and 
by their Prayer for you, which lon g after you for 
_ © the exceeding Grace of God in you. Thanks be 


* unto God for his unſpeakable Gift! 1 1 


A molt; important, a moſt a; and Walk . 8 
fecting Conſideration! The well-timed Charity of 
theſe Corinthians not only relieved the Neceſſities of 


their Brethren, but filled their Hearts with Piety to- 
Ez. wards 


— 
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warts God, who had given fuck Loving-kindneſs unto 
Men like themſelves, as well as ſhewn it Himſelf in 
the various Diſpenſations of his Providence z- who had 
inſpired them with the moſt grateful Sentiments to- 
wards their Benefactors, and prompted them to expreſs 
their Gratitude by the warmeſt Acts of Piety; . By 
many Thankſgivings unto God for the Mercies conveyed 
unto them by the Inſtrumentality of others; and 4y 
their devout Prayers and Interceſſions before the Throne 


of Grace for the Continuance of the Divine Favour to- 


wards thoſe, who had been the happy Inſtruments of 
Providence, and had made ſo benevolent an Uie of 
their ſuperior nnn | 


Inſtances of this Kind Fe have often ſeen amorig the 
other good Effects of urs Day's CHARIT v, which 
the long Catalogue of Cures in the General State of your 
Hoſpital preſents you. The poor diſtreſſed Objects, 
which have been relieved by your Bounty, have not 


always loſt the Remembrance of the Benefit with the 
Senſe of their Pain; —nor ſneaked away, Nine out of 
Jen, like the cleanſed Lepers in the Goſpel, without re- 


turning to give Glory unto God; — or gone to the Houſe 
of the Lord as a Matter of Form only: But, warmed 
with true Devotion, have made their grateful Acknow- 


| ledgements to Heaven for its gracious - Goodneſs to- 


wards them, and been improved 1 in TOY and Virtue, 


—_— 


(L 
as well as reſtored to their Health 4 N by 
their Reſidence in THAT Hovse: or MR, unto | 
which ſo many charitable Hands are always ready to 
conduct the Diſtreſſed; ſo that many of them r may juſt- 


ly ſay with the Plalmiſt, * It was | as for us, that 
e have been afflicted.” wo 


Many of them doubtle retain, as they are under 
the higheſt. Obligations, the moſt grateful Remem- 
brance of their Benefactors; and forget not thoſe in 
their Prayers for future Mercies who were the imme- 
diate Inſtruments of their Recovery, by their happy Skill 
in Medicine, or the more remote Ones, by their gene- 
rous Contributions ; and, perhaps, by the wiſe Provi- 
ſions made for their ſpiritual Improvement, the good 


domeſtic Order preſcribed, and the regular Courſe of 
ſolemn Prayers in the ſeveral Wards, not only taught 


them how to pray, (a Duty ſome of them might be very 
defective in before) but reclaimed them from their 
vicious and profligate Courſes, where Vice and Intem- _ 
perance have been the Sources of their Disorders. 


Nor aide: Is: any ſolemn Ts more a Day: of CT 


| ic Thankſgiving, to the Poor in general, than the Re- 


turn of this Anniverſary, when they conſider the noble 
Foundation which is laid for the Benefit of future Ge- 


nerations, and behold (amidſt that Load of Taxes in- 


"nm 5 


(a) 


tailed upon us by our many expenſive and bloody 
Wars) ſuch a glorious Spirit of Beneficence till ſub. 
fiſting among the Beſt of this City and County for 
the Support of it. Could you ſee the honeſt Hearts of 
many of thoſe in the Area before you, I am Perſuad- 
ed, ye would find them ready to overflow, or break 
forth, in Tears, or Expreſſions of Joy and Gratitude, 


So that God has been abundantly glorified on this 
Behalf : While the Memory of Him, whoſe exempla- 
ry Zeal firſt ſet on foot, and gave Life and Vigor to 
the good Deſign, among you ; and whoſe perſuaſive 
Eloquence, and engaging. Addreſs, charm'd you into a 
ready Compliance with the natural Dictates of your 
own 1 will be ever bleſſed ang them ! 


- dip that Zeal = Aniot af Benevolence, which 
was firſt kindled by a Coal dropt from the Altar, con- 
tinue to warm your Breaſts,— - eſpecially the Breaſts of 
Thoſe who: immediately wait upon the Altar.— And, 
as the good Effects of this Charity, ſo wiſely plann d, 
ſo impartially conducted, have been ſenſibly felt in eve- 
ry Corner of your County, and experienced in ſo many 
different Parts of the Kingdom; while every Prejudice 
has ſubſided or vaniſhed before it, May your good 
Example have a laſting happy Influence upon all 
around you, to the greater Glory of God, and more 
extenſive Benefit of Mankind. 1 

„„ Now 


* 23 "T 

Now . unto God, from 5 every good 
and perfect Gift cometh, For this unſpeakable Gift, 
(this generous Spirit of Compaſſion for the. Miſerable, 
infuſed into this Place and Neighbourhood, which I 
want Language to repreſent according to its Worth and 
Dignity) ; let us make our moſt grateful Acknowledg- 
ments ;— And /et all the e the People will, 


ſay Amen. 
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